MechoShade motors are quiet, faster and more powerful than Lutron.  But there is so much more to the story.  Here are a few major reasons why MechoShade systems are the right choice for your building:

MechoShade, depending on whether using QSS or QSX will be within 1 and 3 dba of the QED Motor by Lutron.  This is virtually indiscernible to the ear. 
1. The model numbers of the Lutron QED motors (64, 100, & 225) represent the number of square feet the motor is capable of lifting on average. 
2. Lutron models, 64 & 225 do not have the hardware or ability for multi-banded shades. The 100 does, so long as this is within the 100 square feet, or 10’ x 10 opening – pretty small in the world of commercial construction. 
3. The Lutron 225 motor requires a minimum of 3-3/4” tube plus wrap of fabric.  Depending on height, this could require larger pocket mounting details when designers are normally looking to minimize this dimension. 
4. Most commercial projects with building standard motorized shades or conference centers reduce their cost on electrical motor and control costs by multi-banding.  MechoShade suggests your specs say, “Slave shadebands wherever possible to minimize motors.” The most expensive part of motorized shades is the cost of the motors and the wiring.  On most projects, you will need more motors with Lutron.  
5. The MechoShade family of motors range between 14rpm and 38rpm.  The speed of a motor does affect the dba measurement. Thus why Lutron’s motors are approximately 15rpm. Designer’s clients prefer shade operation to be as quick as possible.  MechoShade offers the fastest. 
6. As for open architecture vs. proprietary, be advised that the low voltage wiring and motor system offered by Lutron is proprietary.  MechoShade designs, develops and offers several group control systems that provide aligned positions, group, subgroup, addressability, and master control.  We have the only proactive fully automated solar tracking system with roof mounted radiometers that read the actual sky conditions. MechoShade has now added a new feature for the NY Times Headquarters - having a Brightness Override. If the brightness level is greater then 10:1(user defined) the shades will be automatically brought to the next lower stop position.   Due to the type of motors MechoShade uses, if your client chooses to make a change for any reason in the future, they are NOT tied to MechoShade.  This is a major point given the rapid software advances that are made each year.  The question is what technology will be desired or required to be harnessed in the future.  Will they be able to harness this with a proprietary wiring schematic and motor / control system? 
7. MechoShade provides a 25 year warranty on all hardware and  shadecloth. And you get 5 years on motors and controls.  This is a NON depreciating warranty.   Lutron provides an 8 year DEPRECIATING warranty and after only 2 years the product is devalued by 50%. 
